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...online and printed with your own printer, and is a convenient 
alternative to running back and forth to your local post office. However, 
the strict USPS restrictions on printer quality for indicia (see 
the sidebar, ''Guide to indicia''), compatibility problems with some 
printers, vendor-added premiums to USPS postage prices, and 
other issues have prevented this innovation from becoming ubiquitous. 
We tested three e-postage solutions and found there's good news for 
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...home-based professional: E-postage vendors are doing their best to make 
the process easier and less expensive. For instance, the turnaround time 
for a USPS license has been reduced to just a few hours; most 
products let you use existing electronic address books from applications 
such as Microsoft Outlook, Interact Commerce Corp.'s Act, and FrontRange 
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Solutions' GoidMine; ai! the products check current addresses and rates 
against existing USPS databases: antijai! can help you avoid 
wasting money on unusable postage. Even better, many services let you try- 
out their solution for free and... 

...The pro gram will launch your internet connection for installation, 
activation, printer tests, and postage purchases, as well as to check your 
addresses against the USPS database, so you'll have to be online 
when you want to use the product. 

The software interface is more confusing than It should be... 

...to our envelopes, as well as access ClickStamp's features from within 
Microsoft Word. 

Adding postage to our account was a snap. Click Tools/Refill 
Postage Meter, enter an amount, and your account is 
credited. You get 30 days oi free service with the download, after which 
it's $1.49 per... 

...PROman 

HOC RATING 
1 2 3 4 5 6 

Simply Postage's PROman is a hybrid product made up of a software 
-■prl oa: c ar j postage meter wr a -:ta - p :- r : - 
tacked or Hiepirte itsel* wo ks sor etning I he otner popu a label 
printers: it connects 10 your PC via a USB or... 
percent of www.stamps.com 

oostage witn S4.49 

minimum 

PRODUCT HARDWARE/SOFTWARE REQUIRED 

CLICKSTAMP ONLINE Software download: internet connection 

PROM AIL Starter Kit; software CD: postage 

meter ana 

stamp primer; internet connection 

STAMPS.COM 2.2 Software download; internet connection 
RELATED ARTICLE: GUIDE TO INDICIA 
For all of the differences among these... 

...amount, oiace or origin, device ID or type, mailing date, ana rate 
category. This aata-and other identifying information-can be scanned and 
authenticated by USPS eouioment nationwide. This unique 
icentification serves to detect tampering or cuoiication. as well as 
track pieces of man. 

Once you've printed indicia, oe sure 10 get the oarce! 
its attacnea to down to tne post office tne same day. Unlike reguiar 
stamps, you must mail your... 
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,. .while writing an article about customer service in cyberspace, I came 
across some news on the Federal Computer Week Web site 
;' h ttp ://www .f cw .com ): ''USPS unvelis first approved Internet 
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Proposed electronic postage system features 2D code 



May 1 997 Length: 4 Pages 
Abstract: 



A proposed new postage metering system under development by the US Postal 
Service (USPS) and postage meter 

manufacturers would use two-dimensional bar codes for security arid 
tracking. The draft specifications for the information-Based 
indicia Program (iBIP) were issued in June 1996 for comment by 
the industry, indicia is the forma! term for a postage mark, be it a stamp 
or a postage meter imprint. The Posia! Service is 
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migrating to a new metering system to stem an estimated $150 million in 
revenue lost to fraud. There are currently... 
...51 8,800 postage meters in use. About 52% of those are 
mechanlca.ily-based. Decertification is widely viewed as an opportunity to 
create the next generation postage meter, 

Incorporating digital printing and address encryption for security with the 

ability to download postage value form the USPS over the 

Internet. 

View: HTML j PDF j Word 
Records' 1 to 3 of 3 



file://C:\DOCUME~ l\JMURDO~ l\LOCALS~ l\Temp\DIP7UZPC.htm 



6/18/2010 



